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150 REVIEWS. 

of Kingfishers known (about one hundred) will be described and figured, 
and Dr. Murie will furnish a chapter on the anatomy and osteology of 
the family. Only two hundred copies of the work will be printed : three 
parts are already issued. The price to subscribers will be about $ 5.00 a 
part, delivered in this country. The work is worthy of support by the orni- 
thologists of this country, and we should be happy to take subscriptions 
for the author. The price will be advanced one-fifth after the work is out. 

Bulletin of the Essex Institute.* — This new publication of the 
Institute is one of the results of the changes that have taken place owing 
to the formation of the Peabody Academy of Science, and the transfer 
of the Scientific Museum of the Institute to the charge of the Academy. 
In great part the "Bulletin" will take the place of the "Proceedings and 
Communications" of the Institute, which will be discontinued after the 
publication of Volume six (now in press), which will bring the Proceed- 
ings up to the month of January, 1869, at which date the "Bulletin" com- 
mences. 

The "Bulletin" will contain an account of the proceedings at each meet- 
ing of the Institute, and the lists of donations, etc., made to the library 
of the Institute, and to the Museums of both the Institute and the Acad- 
emy. It will also contain short lists of the deficiencies in the library of 
the Institute, and of duplicate books offered for sale and exchange, but 
by far the greater part of each number will be devoted to the short 
communications read at the meetings, and of general interest, while the 
longer historical papers will be printed as heretofore in the "Historical 
Collections," and the purely scientific communications will be offered to the 
Academy for publication in its Memoirs. It will thus be noticed that the 
"Bulletin" will take the place of the "Proceedings," while the Memoirs 
of the Academy will correspond to the former "Communications" of the 
Institute. 

The first number of the "Bulletin" contains, among other interesting 
papers, the remarks made by Prof. A. M. Edwards at a recent meeting, on 
Guano, in which Prof. Edwards advances the theory that guano is not the 
droppings of birds, as has generally been supposed, but is the deposit of 
the remains of dead animal and vegetable matter at the bottom of the 
ocean, which, as the coast rose, had been so lifted as to appear on the 
crests of the islands formed, and from the chemical changes it had under- 
gone, had become guano. Among other facts brought forward to prove 
his theory, he mentioned that an island had risen at the Chincha group, 
which contained guano on its summit at the time of its uprising. He also 
alluded to the fact that the droppings of birds would be quite inadequate 
to supply the vast amount of guano found, and that such droppings were 
chemically distinct from guano. 

The first and second numbers of the "Bulletin" contain obituary notices 
of our late associate, Horace Mann, and of the distinguished ornitholo- 
gist, John Cassin. 

*8vo-, 16 to 20 pages. Issued monthly. Price 10 cents single copy. Subscription $1.00 a year. 

Essex Institute Press. 



